[Extensive selective thoracostomy in the treatment of pleural empyema].
Fifty-seven patients with disseminated bilateral destructive pulmonary tuberculosis complicated by empyema were followed up. Treatment included laser radiation at wavelengths of 0.69 and 0.43 micron, which can enhance therapeutical efficiency on an average of 37.5% and reduce preoperative preparation by 1.7 times. The procedure of selective extended thoracostomy expanded indications for surgery in critically ill patients with destructive pulmonary tuberculosis by reducing the surgical risk by several times.